
Bihar, a State in the eastern part of the country is the 13th largest in terms of geographical area 1.
and 3rd largest  by  population.  

The  State  has  a  geographical  area  of  94,163  sq  km  which  is  2.86%  of  the  total 2.
geographical area of the country. 

The State lies between 24°16' N to 27°45' N latitude and 83°16' E to 88°30' E longitude. 
3.
Ganga is the main river which flows from west to east through the State. 
4.
The main tributaries of Ganga are Son, Gandak and Phalgu.  
5.
The  annual  rainfall  ranges  between  1,000  to  2,000  mm  and  the  average  annual  6.
temperature from  20°C  to  28°C.  

The  rural  and  urban  population  constitutes  88.71%  and  11.29%  respectively.  
7.
The Tribal population is 1.28%. 
8.
As per 2011 census, Bihar has a population of 104.10 million and population density 1,106 per 9.
sq km which is much higher than the national average of 382 persons per sq km. 

Bihar is a forest deficient State and natural forests are found in limited areas. 
10.
Sal (Shorea robusta) forests are  found  in  the  West  Champaran  district  in  the  Terai  region  11.
in  the  north  and  in  Kaimur,  Rohtas, Aurangabad, Gaya, Jamui, Munger and Banka districts in 
southern Bihar. 

The West Champaran district has moist deciduous Sal forest while South Bihar has dry 12.
deciduous Sal Forests. 

Recorded Forest Area (RFA) in the State is 6,877 sq km. which is 7.30% of its geographical 13.
area. 

One  National  Park  and  12  Wildlife  Sanctuaries  constitute  the  Protected  Area  network  of  14.
the  State covering 3.44% of its geographical area.

Forest Cover in the State is 7,305.99 sq km which is 7.76 % of the State's geographical area.
15.
Forest Cover in the State has increased by 6.99 sq km as compared to the previous assessment 16.
reported in ISFR 2017.

The reserved, protected and unclassed forests are 10.08%, 89.91% and 0.01% of the recorded 17.
forest area in the State respectively.

Tree Cover in Bihar (in sq km): 2,003
18.
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