1. Bihar, a State in the eastern part of the country is the 13th largest in terms of geographical area
and 3rd largest by population.

2. The State has a geographical area of 94,163 sq km which is 2.86% of the total
geographical area of the country.

3. The State lies between 24°16' N to 27°45" N latitude and 83°16' E to 88°30' E longitude.

4. Ganga is the main river which flows from west to east through the State.

5. The main tributaries of Ganga are Son, Gandak and Phalgu.

6. The annual rainfall ranges between 1,000 to 2,000 mm and the average annual
temperature from 20°C to 28°C.

7. The rural and urban population constitutes 88.71% and 11.29% respectively.

8. The Tribal population is 1.28%.

9. As per 2011 census, Bihar has a population of 104.10 million and population density 1,106 per
sg km which is much higher than the national average of 382 persons per sq km.

10. Bihar is a forest deficient State and natural forests are found in limited areas.

11. Sal (Shorea robusta) forests are found in the West Champaran district in the Terai region
in the north and in Kaimur, Rohtas, Aurangabad, Gaya, Jamui, Munger and Banka districts in
southern Bihar.

12. The West Champaran district has moist deciduous Sal forest while South Bihar has dry
deciduous Sal Forests.

13. Recorded Forest Area (RFA) in the State is 6,877 sq km. which is 7.30% of its geographical
area.

14. One National Park and 12 Wildlife Sanctuaries constitute the Protected Area network of
the State covering 3.44% of its geographical area.

15. Forest Cover in the State is 7,305.99 sq km which is 7.76 % of the State's geographical area.

16. Forest Cover in the State has increased by 6.99 sq km as comy ired to the previous assessment
reported in ISFR 2017.

17. The reserved, protected and unclassed forests are 10.08%, 89.. 1% and 0.01% of the recorded
forest area in the State respectively.

18. Tree Cover in Bihar (in sq km): 2,003

TABLE11.4.8 Wetlandsinsidethe Recorded ForestArea (or Greenwash)in Bihar (in ha)

Wetland Category No. of Wetlands Total Wetland Area

Inland Wetlands - Natural
Lake/Pond 6 62
Ox-bow lake/Cut-off meander il 222
Riverine wetland 4 13
Waterlogged 26 139
River/Stream 35 2,137
Sub - Total 72 2,573
Inland Wetlands -Man-made

Reservoir/Barrage 34 1,224
Tank/Pond 16 32
Sub - Total 50 1,256
Wetlands (<2.25 ha) 163 163
Total 285 3,992
Total Recorded Forest (or Green Wash) Area (in ha) 6,30,197
% of Wetland area inside Recorded Forest (or Green Wash) Area 0.63%

(analysis based on the National Wetland Atlas: India, 2011)



TABLE11.4.19 Top five tree species in TOF (Rural)

TABLE11.4.20 Top five tree speciesin TOF (Urban)

inBihar inBihar
117 Mangifera indica 25.81 1. Litchi senensis 17.63
2. Dalbergia sissoo 14.22 2, Mangifera indica 13.38
3, Borassus flabelliformis 12.66 3 Bombax ceiba 11.60
4. Litchi senensis 3.50 4. Dalbergia sissoo 5:15
5 Bombax ceiba 3.42 5. Psidium guyava 30T
FIGURE 11.4.3 Forest Cover Map of Bihar
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TABLE11.4.4 District-wiseForestCoverinBihar

~(insq km)

Araria 2,830 0.00 810 14291  151.01 534  -4.99 0.38
Arwal 638 0.00 163 237 400 063  -1.00 0.00
Aurangabad 3,305 0.00 6226 9450 15676 474  -0.24 16.70
Banka 3,020 0.00 10334 157.39  260.73 863  20.73 34,55
Begusarai 1,918 0.00 2864  53.31 81.95 427  -1.05 0.00
Bhagalpur 2,569 0.00 4621  23.52 69.73 || 291 s 0.00
Bhojpur 2,395 0.00 1944 1281 3225 189  -3.75 0.00
Buxar 1,703 0.00 294 295 580 026  -0.11 0.00
Darbhanga 2,279 000 4354 9412  137.66 277 1.66 0.00
Gaya 4,976 0.00 13440 45591 59031 29.04 -1469 (623D
Gopalganj 2,033 0.00 198  2.93 491 016  -0.09 0.00
Jamui 3,098 2897 35169 26729  647.95 (69600  6.95 15.74
Jehanabad 931 0.00 000 € 000 (000 (0000 0.00 5.00
Kaimur(Bhabua) 3,332 0.00 52514 (53125 (105639 4112  -14.61 19.43
Katihar 3,057 0.00 6.03  55.95 61.98  2.03 0.98 0.00
Khagaria 1,486 0.00 318 1527 1845 124  -2.55 0.00
Kishanganj 1,884 0.00 1633  87.37  103.70 550 1.70 0.00
Lakhisarai 1,228 1700 14442 1899 18041 1469  -2.59 5.49
Madhepura 1,788 0.00 093  51.95 52.88  2.96 1.8 0.40
Madhubani 3,501 0.00 4034 163.73 20407 583 7.07 0.00
Munger 1,419 37.97 22367 2196 28360 1999  -1.40 9.98
Muzaffarpur 3,172 0.00 5217 109.65  161.82 510  19.82 0.00
Nalanda 2,355 0.00 6.86  24.99 31.85 135  -0.15 9.17
Nawada 2,494 0.00 20098 31252  513.50 20.59 1.50 20.46
Pashchim Champaran 520 @24919 55024 10523  904.66 17.30 0.66 8.10
Patna 3,202 0.00 1878 4.6 2354 074  -2.46 0.00
Purbi Champaran 3,968 0.00 65.04  98.82  163.86  4.13 8.86 0.00
Purnia 3,229 0.00 500  50.67 5567 172 2:67 0.00
Rohtas 3,881 000 35252 31971 67223 17.32  -33.77 42.14
Saharsa 1,687 0.00 417 3045 3462 2.5 0.62 0.00
Samastipur 2,904 0.00 10530 4806 15336 528  -3.64 0.00
Saran 2,641 0.00 2630  32.83 5013  2.24 713 0.00
Sheikhpura 689 0.00 .00 0.00 100 015 0.00 0.00
Sheohar 349 0.00 200  18.58 2058  5.90 1.58 0.00
Sitamarhi 2,294 0.00 37.38 11040 14778  6.44 1.78 0.00
Siwan 2,219 0.00 199 517 716 | 032 0.16 0.00
Supaul 2,425 0.00 3.80 13489 13878 572 8.78 0.00
Vaishali 2,036 0.00 8249 2933 11182  5.49 2.82 0.00

Grand Total 94,163 333.13 3,280.32 3,692.54 7,305.99 7.76 6.99 249.88



